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NASA RECEIVES TOP AWARD FOR ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING

        
NASA has been honored with the first-ever  "Certificate in Excellence in Accountability Reporting" by the Association of Government Accountants (AGA) in recognition of the agency's exemplary performance in the preparation, issuance and timeliness of its Accountability Report. 


NASA and the Social Security Administration were the only two federal agencies out of the government's 24 largest agencies so honored by the AGA.   The two agencies were honored during a ceremony held Nov. 3 at the Library of Congress.  NASA Administrator Daniel S. Goldin accepted the award on behalf of the agency.

To receive the award, NASA's report had to meet stringent requirements concerning the complete and fair presentation of audited financial statements, performance information about NASA's programs and activities, as well as issues concerning internal controls, audits and other data. 

 
“Whether it is sending robots to Mars, flying the Space Shuttle or managing a multi-billion dollar investment in America’s future – it requires the accountability of all employees to ensure that we produce what we say we’re going to produce for the American taxpayers,” Goldin said.  “At NASA, we are honored to a part of American’s investment for tomorrow.  The AGA award reflects well on the entire NASA team.”

NASA's financial statements, which are included in the report, are consolidated from each of the agency's 10 field centers.  If one field center's financial reporting fails to meet the auditor's requirements, the entire agency's financial accountability is jeopardized.

"I can't think of adequate words that can express how proud I am of NASA and how proud I am of each and everyone of our team who contributed to this success," said NASA's Chief Financial Officer Arnold G. Holz, who attended the award ceremony with the NASA administrator and several other NASA officials. "NASA has received the highest possible financial statement audit ratings for five consecutive years from the NASA IG and from Arthur Andersen, LLP."  "Also, we have received straight "A's" on the Congressman Horne Report Card for financial reporting since inception of the report card process."  "Receiving the AGA award is yet another great achievement by our Chief Financial Officer (CFO) community and staffs and the entire NASA management team.”  "Our professionalism has been reinforced yet again," he said. 
 The Association of Government Accounts (AGA) established the award program in conjunction with the federal Chief Financial Officer's (CFO) Council.  The council's goal is to recognize federal agencies that have achieved excellence in the preparation, issuance and timeliness of accountability reports.  The AGA is an 18,500-member professional association devoted to meeting the professional education needs of financial managers at all levels of government.

NASA's 1998 accountability report is available on the web at:

http://ifmp.nasa.gov/codeb/library/1998AccountabilityReport.pdf
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